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(54) Digital oscilloscope with flat panel colour display. 

(57) In a digital oscilloscope, a sharp and fine line 
can be displayed at high horizontal resolution. 
The digital oscilloscope includes a memory (4) 
for storing waveform data to be displayed ; a 
display data output unit (9) including sync sig- 
nal generating unit (51) for generating a sync 
signal and an output unit (23) for reading the 
waveform data from the memory in synchron- 
ism with the sync signal to output said read 
waveform data; and an audio/visual color dot 
matrix plane display device (7) including a dis- 
play unit (60) having dots arranged in a matrix 
form for color representation. The scan clock 
signal generator (25) generating the scan clock 
signal in synchronism with the sync signal pro- 
duced from sync signal generating unit, and the 
dot scan control unit (10) sequentially supplying 
the display data outputted from the output unit 
in synchronism with the scanning clock signal 
to the dots of the display unit, whereby the 
content of the waveform data is displayed on 1— 1 
the display unit 
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The present invention generally relates to a digi- 
tal oscilloscope with using a color plane display de- 
vice and to a data display method in such a digital os- 
cilloscope. More specifically, the present invention is 
directed to a digital oscilloscope with using a color dot 5 
matrix plane display device and also to a data display 
method performed in such a digital oscilloscope. 

Oscilloscopes have been widely utilized to ob- 
serve waveforms, and therefore are very useful in re- 
search/development, production, maintenance, and 10 
repair works. As is well known in this technical field, 
a cathode-ray tube (CRT) has been conventionally 
employed as the display device of this oscilloscope. 

For instance, such conventional oscilloscopes 
have been proposed in which the color CRT is em- 15 
ployed, or the color LCD shutter is provided in front 
on the CRT (see JP-A-53-84789. JP-A-54-8566, JP- 
U-58-14171). When such oscilloscopes are em- 
ployed, the waveforms can be displayed with differ- 
ent color representations in the respective display 20 
channels, which can provide very easy waveform ob- 
servations. 

However, generally speaking, cathode-ray tubes 
necessarily require relatively long lengths from 
screen surfaces up to electron guns, as compared 25 
with the screen sizes. Accordingly this fact may im- 
pede compactness of the conventional oscilloscopes. 

On the other hand, the compact/light weight dig- 
ital oscilloscopes have been proposed with employ- 
ment of the liquid crystal displays (LCD). These con- 30 
ventional digital oscilloscopes use the monochromat- 
ic LCDs. For instance, JP-A-4-1 43664 discloses such 
a digital oscilloscope with using the active matrix type 
LCD as the display device. This prior art proposes that 
the switch elements for driving the pixel electrode 35 
group are fabricated by way of the silicon single crys- 
tal thin-film layer in the device, and such an LCD usa- 
ble in the oscilloscope is manufactured. 

As previously explained, the color representation 
of signal waveforms cannot be apparently realized by 40 
employing the monochromatic LCD exclusively util- 
ized in the oscilloscope. To perform a color represen- 
tation of waveform data, either an LCD for a computer 
display screen (so-called "office automation type 
LCD") is employed, or a so-termed audio/visual type 45 
color dot matrix type plane display device is em- 
ployed. However, although in the office automation 
type LCD, a designation of color can be made in cor- 
respondence with the waveform display position, 
there are many drawbacks. That is, since one pixel is 50 
accessed by 3 dots (R, G, B), the required resolution 
in the horizontal direction would be deteriorated when 
the display screen becomes small. When the size of 
one dot is made small, higher machining precision is 
required. Moreover, such a high precision LCD be- 55 
comes high cost, and the resultant oscilloscope can- 
not be made compact On the other hand, when the 
audio/visual active matrix type LCD is employed in 



the digital oscilloscope, the display control is carried 
out for every one line, namely, based upon the hori- 
zontal sync signal. As a result, such a phenomenon 
happens to occur in that one pixel of this active matrix 
type LCD is emitted at a certain position, whereas two 
pixels thereof are emitted in response to certain dis- 
play data, resulting in deterioration of the display 
quality along the horizontal direction. 

In particular, when a compact color dot matrix 
type display device would be used in an oscilloscope, 
since a total pixel number along the horizontal direc- 
tion is small, such a representation quality as smooth- 
ness of a display wave would be lowered. 

It should be understood that an office automation 
type color dot matrix plane display device is such a 
display device that in response to a clock (namely, ex- 
ternal dock) derived from a display control unit for 
controlling this display device and image pixel data 
synchronized with this external clock, the driv- 
ing/ scanning operations of the pixels are controlled. 
Also, an audio/visual type color dot matrix plane dis- 
play device is such a display device that a frequency 
synthesizer (e.g., PLL) is provided, and the sam- 
pling/ scanning operations of the externally supplied 
video signal are carried out in response to the clock 
produce from the synthesizer. 

In the LCD, such a technique is known, as descri- 
bed in JP-A-55-8161 and JP-A-4-314094, that the 
analog video signal is coincident with the display tim- 
ing for the audio/visual type LCD. If such a known 
technique is utilized, then the sampling operation, the 
signal acquisition at the display device, and the scan- 
ning operation can be performed in a stable condition 
with respect to the sync signal. 

As is well known in the art, in the color dot matrix 
display device, for instance, a plurality of pixels of 
three primary color, red (R), green (G), blue (B) are ar- 
ranged in a manner as shown in Fig. 22, or Fig. 23, 
and these R, G, B pixels are emitted in response to 
data. Fig. 22 and Fig. 23 are enlarged views of a por- 
tion of the pixels in the color dot matrix devices. 

Referring now to Fig. 22 and Fig. 23, a description 
is made of an example of a display method in case 
that the color dot matrix display device is used in the 
oscilloscope to display the data. 

It should be noted that symbols X1, X2, X3, — , 
shown in Fig. 22 and Fig. 23 represent coordinate 
points along the X-coordinate axis (namely, the coor- 
dinate axis along the horizontal scanning direction), 
and then the display data are produced in coincident 
with this coordinate point That is, one set of R, G, B 
constitutes one coordinate point 

As illustrated in Fig. 22, when a plurality of R, G, 
B pixel arrays are arranged on the line LH along the 
respective horizontal scanning direction in the order 
of R, G, B, R, G, B in the color dot matrix display de- 
vice, assuming now that the first pixel groups in the 
respective lines are R t , G,, B 1( and the second pixel 
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groups in the respective lines are R 2 , G 2 , B 2 , — , these 
pixel arrays are emitted for every 1 line. In other 
words, the dots R, G, B belonging to each pixel group 
are emitted in such a manner that the first pixel group 
Ri, G 1t Bi in the line LHn is emitted by the first applied 
data, the second pixel group R 2 , G 2t B 2 in the line 
LH,t+ 2 is emitted by the second applied data, and the 
third pixel groups R 3 , G 3 , B 3 in the line LH,^ is emitted 
by the third applied data. 

In this case, the horizontal resolution is equal to 
the horizontal resolution as indicated by the X coor- 
dinates XI, X2.X3, — , of Fig. 22, since emission of 
1 group of the dots R, G, B is carried out in unit of re- 
solution. 

Also, as shown in Fig. 23, in case that the R, G, 
B dot arrangement of the color dot matrix display de- 
vice is the delta arrangement, and the dots G, R, B, 
G, R, B are arranged in the line LHn and the line LH 
(n + even number) along the horizontal direction, and 
the dots B, G, R, B, G, R are arranged in the line LH 
(n + odd number), assuming now that the first and 
second pixel groups in the line LHn and the line LH (n 
+ even number) are G 1f R 1f B 1( and G 2 , R 2 , B 2 , — ; and 
the first pixel group in the line LH (n + odd number) is 
B 1t Gi, Ri, — . and the second pixel group thereof is 
B 2 , G 2 , R 2 , for instance, the dots G and R are emit- 
ted (it becomes yellow light). Observing such a case 
that a horizontal line is emitted on the line LHn, the 
first pixel group of G 1f Ri is emitted at the first data 
(coordinate X1) v and the second data is not emitted 
since there is no same group of dots at the coordinate 
Xz, and further the second pixel group of G 2 , R 2 at the 
second data (coordinate X3) is emitted. Subsequent- 
ly, similar, the fourth data is not emitted because 
there is no same group in the coordinate X4. At the 
fifth data (coordinate X5), the third pixel group of G3, 
R 3 is emitted. In this manner, the dots R and G be- 
longing to the respective pixel groups of the respec- 
tive lines are emitted. However, in this case, since the 
dots R and G of the respective pixel groups in the line 
LH (n + odd number) are not present on the same co- 
ordinate as the line LHn and the line LH (n + even 
number), the line LH (n + odd number) cannot be emit- 
ted. 

As a consequence, the horizontal resolution in 
this case is equal to that indicated by the coordinate 
points X1, X2, X3, — , on the X coordinate shown in 
Fig. 23 . As described above, the total number of pixel 
groups Is only a half of a total quantity of coordinates, 
so that the data cannot be effectively displayed. 

An object of the present invention is to provide a 
digital oscilloscope with employment of a color dot 
matrix plane display device capable of solving the 
drawbacks of the above-described conventional dig- 
ital oscilloscope/data display method, and to provide 
a data display method used in this digital oscillo- 
scope. 

. Another object of the present invention is such 



that pixels (display unit) can be displayed in a small 
size in a data display of a digital oscilloscope. 

A further object of the present invention is to pro- 
vide a digital oscilloscope which may employ a com- 
5 pact color dot matrix plane display device, capable of 
displaying a waveform with high resolution, and also 
may provide a data display method performed in such 
a digital oscilloscope. 

A still further object of the present invention is to 
10 provide a digital oscilloscope which may employ a 
TFT-LCD used for a color television. 

According to an aspect of the present invention, 
there is provided a digital oscilloscope including: 
a memory for storing display data; a display data out- 
15 put unit including a sync signal generating device and 
an output unit for reading said display data from said 
memory in synchronism with said sync signal to out- 
put said read display data; and a color dot matrix 
plane display device including a display unit having 

20 dots arranged in a matrix form for color representa- 
tion, a dot scan control unit for sequentially supplying 
said display data outputted from the output unit to 
said dots so as to display a content of said display 
data, and a scanning clock signal generator for gerv 

25 erating a scanning clock signal in order to scan said 
display unit; wherein said scan clock signal generator 
generates said scan clock signal in synchronism with 
said sync signal produced from sync signal generat- 
ing device, and said dot scan control unit sequentially 

30 supplies said display data outputted from said output 
unit in synchronism with said scanning clock signal to 
said dots of the display unit, whereby the content of 
said display data is displayed on said display unit 
Accordingly to an example of the present tnven- 

35 tion, said dot scan control unit of said color dot matrix 
plane display device produces timing clock signals 
whose phases are different from each other by a time 
period of said scanning clock signal for each of differ- 
ent color dots in synchronism with said scanning 

40 clock signal, and sequentially supplies said display 
data derived from said display data generating means 
to the respective color dots corresponding to said tim- 
ing clock signals in synchronism with said timing 
clock signals; said display data output unit outputs 

45 said display data read out from said memory to said 
plane display device for the respective color dots to 
be displayed in response to said sync signal at a tim- 
ing in synchronism with said timing clock; and said dot 
scan control unit of said plane display device supplies 

so said display data for the respective color dots to be 
displayed, which are supplied from said display data 
output unit in synchronism with said timing clock sig- 
nals, to said corresponding color dots in synchronism 
with said relevant timing clocks. 

55 According to another example of the present in- 

vention, said sync signal generating unit includes a 
clock signal generator for generating a clock signal, 
and a first frequency divider for frequency-dividing 

3 
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said clock signal at a first frequency dividing ratio to 
obtain a horizontal sync signal and to output said hor- 
izontal sync signal as said sync signal; said scanning 
clock signal generator includes a variable frequency 
oscillator for producing as said scanning clock signal, 5 
such a signal whose frequency is variable and higher 
than the frequency of said horizontal sync signal by 
integer times, a second frequency divider for frequen- 
cy-dividing the signal from said variable frequency 
oscillator at a second frequency dividing ratio to out- w 
put the frequency-divided signal, and a phase control 
unit for controlling the frequency of the output signal 
from said variable frequency oscillator in order that 
the phase of the output signal from said second fre- 
quency divider becomes equal to the phase of said 15 
horizontal sync signal derived from said first frequen- 
cy divider; wherein a ratio of said first frequency div- 
iding ratio of said first frequency divider to said sec- 
ond frequency dividing ratio of said second frequency 
divider is substantially equal to an integer. 20 

As previously explained, in accordance with the 
present invention, the internal sync signal (horizontal 
sync signal) used to read/output the waveform data in 
the display data output unit is supplied to the color dot 
matrix plane display device (for instance, a color TV 25 
TFT-LCD). In this plane display device, the scanning 
clock signal is obtained which is synchronism with the 
sync signal, and the waveform data is displayed on 
the display unit in response to this scanning clock sig- 
nal. As a consequence, the waveform data output tirrv 30 
ing by the display data output unit may be in synchron- 
ism with the waveform data display timing at the plane 
display device, so that the display of the waveform 
data can be controlled in unit of the continuous two 
pixels or less even in the digital oscilloscope with em- 35 
ployment of, for example, an audio/visual color dot 
matrix plane display device, and thus the display re- 
solution along the horizontal scanning direction can 
be improved. 

In this case, the above-described sync signal is 40 
obtained by frequency-dividing the clock signal of the 
dock signal generator by the first frequency dividing 
ratio in the display data output unit. In the plane dis- 
play device, the output signal (scanning clock signal) 
from the variable frequency oscillator is frequency- 45 
divided by the second frequency dividing ratio to ob- 
tain the signal. The phase control of this variable fre- 
quency oscillator is performed in order that the phase 
of this frequency-divided signal is synchronized with 
the phase of the sync signal. Since the ratio of the first so 
frequency ratio to the second frequency ratio is se- 
lected to be an integer, the waveform data output tim- 
ing by the display data output unit is in synchronism 
with the waveform data display timing at the plane 
display device. Thus, the display of the waveform 55 
data can be controlled in unit of the continuous two 
dots, or less. 

Since so-called "3-phase timing generator cir- 



cuit" is employed in the display data output unit in or- 
der that the output timings of the waveform data for 
the respective color output ted from the display data 
output unit is synchronized with the display timings of 
the waveform data for the respective color in the 
plane display device. 

According to another aspect of the present inven- 
tion, there is provided a method for displaying wave- 
form data in a digital oscilloscope with employment of 
a color dot matrix plane display device equipped with 
a display unit having different color dots arranged in 
a matrix shape, comprising the steps of. displaying 
coordinate points (display unit) used to display wave- 
form data by way of a combination of adjoining differ- 
ent color dots; and 

displaying at least one of the dots for constitut- 
ing coordinate points located adjacent to said respec- 
tive coordinate points by way of at least one of said 
dots of said respective coordinate points. 

As a consequence, the coordinate point (display 
data point) to be displayed can be controlled in unit of 
at least 2 dots or less. 

According to an example of the present invention, 
when there is at least one row to dots along the hor- 
izontal scanning direction between two adjoining co- 
ordinate points along the vertical scanning direction 
within the continuous coordinate points for displaying 
the waveform data, only one dot present at the same 
coordinate position as one of said tow adjoining coor- 
dinate points along the horizontal scanning direction 
in at least one of said row of dots along the horizontal 
scanning direction, is displayed as a display unit used 
to display a waveform. 

In other words, conventionally three dots of R, G, 
B are used to constitute one pixel to give the coordin- 
ate, and are controlled in unit of this one pixel. To the 
contrary, according to the present invention, a single 
coordinate is given to each of these color dots R, B, 
G, two dots of combining these color dots, or dot com- 
binations of the adjoining pixels, and these dots are 
controlled in unit of dot. 

For instance, when the data of one channel is dis- 
played, the data interpolation of this display data 
along the vertical direction (vertical scanning direc- 
tion) is performed as follows. That is, the number of 
pixels to be interpolated is selected to be equal to the 
number defined in such a way that the display data in- 
tersects the line in the respective lines to be data- 
interpolated. As a result, the data interpolation of the 
waveform data may be realized by a sharp and fine 
line. 

In the drawings: 

Fig. 1 is a schematic block diagram for represent- 
ing an overall arrangement of a digital oscillo- 
scope according to the present invention; 
Fig. 2 is a schematic block diagram for showing 
a major arrangement of the digital oscilloscope 
according to an embodiment of the present inven- 
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tion; 

Fig. 3 is a circuit diagram for indicating a circuit 
portion of the LCD dot scanning circuit shown in 
Fig. 2; 

Fig. 4 is a timing chart for illustrating signal wa- 5 
veforms used to explain the operation of the dot 
scanning circuit shown in Fig. 3; 
Fig. 5A is a block diagram for indicating one ex- 
ample of an arrangement of the 3-phase timing 
generator circuit shown in Fig. 2; 1 o 

Fig. 5B is a block diagram for representing an- 
other example of an arrangement of the 3-phase 
timing generator circuit shown in Fig. 2; 
Fig. 6 is a timing chart for representing signal wa- 
veforms used to explain operations of the 3- is 
phase timing generator circuit shown in Fig. 5A; 
Fig. 7 is a schematic illustration for explaining a 
display method according to the present inven- 
tion, performed in a screen of a color LCD display 
unit where dots are arranged in a delta form; 20 
Fig. 8 is a schematic illustration for explaining a 
data interpolating method according to the pres- 
ent invention, performed in a screen of a color 
LCD display unit where dots are arranged in a 
delta form; 25 
Fig. 9 is a schematic illustration for explaining the 
conventional data interpolating method, in the 
screen of the color LCD display unit where the 
dots are arranged in a delta form; 
Fig. 10 is a schematic block diagram for repre- 30 
senting an arrangement of a display control unit 
according to another embodiment of the present 
invention; 

Fig. 11 is a timing chart for representing signal 
waveforms appearing in various circuit portions, 35 
used to explain operations of the clock signal 
generating circuit employed in the display control 
unit of Fig. 10; 

Figs. 12A and 12B are circuit arrangements of 
major portions of the dock signal generating cir- 40 
cuit shown in Fig. 10; 

Fig. 13 schematically indicates one example of a 
structure of the waveform memory shown in Fig. 
10; 

' Fig. 14 is a timing chart for representing signal 45 
waveforms appearing in various portions, used to 
explain the reading operation of the waveform 
memory shown in Fig. 13; 
Fig. 15 is a timing chart for indicating various sig- 
nal waveforms used to explain operations of the so 
comparator shown in Fig. 10; 
Fig. 16 is a timing chart for representing signal 
waveforms appearing in various circuit portions, 
used to explain a display data generating opera- 
tion based on display data derived from the inter- 55 
polation circuit and the waveform display mem- 
ory in the 3-phase timing generator circuit of Fig. 
10; 



Fig. 17 is a timing chart for representing signal 
waveforms appearing in various circuit portions, 
used to explain a display data generating opera- 
tion based upon interpolation data derived from 
the interpolation circuit and the 3-phase timing 
generator circuit of Fig. 10; 
Fig. 1 8 is a schematic block diagram for indicating 
another circuit arrangement of the 3-phase timing 
generator circuit shown in Fig. 10; 
Fig. 1 9 schematically illustrates another example 
of the data display method performed on the 
screen of the color LCD display unit, to which the 
present invention is applied; 
Fig. 20 schematically represents another exam- 
ple of the display method according to the present 
invention, performed on the screen of the color 
LCD display unit in which dots are arranged in a 
delta form; 

Fig. 21 schematically illustrates a further exam- 
ple of the data display method performed on the 
screen of the color LCD display unit, to which the 
present invention is applied; 
Fig. 22 is an explanatory diagram for explaining 
one example of the conventional data display 
method performed on the screen of the color LCD 
display unit; 

Fig. 23 is an explanatory diagram for explaining 
one example of the conventional data display 
method performed on the screen of the color LCD 
display unit; and 

Fig. 24 is a schematic block diagram for showing 
an arrangement of a major portion of a digital os- 
cilloscope according to a further embodiment of 
the present invention. 

Referring now to the accompanying drawings, a 
detailed description will now be made of a digital os- 
cilloscope with employment of a color plane display 
device and a data display method for the digital oscil- 
loscope, according to an embodiment of the present 
invention. 

In the beginning, a schematic arrangement/ op- 
eration of a digital oscilloscope according to the pres- 
ent invention will now be described. Fig. 1 schemati- 
cally shows an overall arrangement of the digital os- 
cilloscope according to the present invention. An op- 
eration of this digital oscilloscope will now be briefly 
explained. 

An input signal T to be observed is entered into 
an analog processing circuit 1 , and this signal is proc- 
essed by this analog processing circuit 1 to have a 
predetermined amplitude level range. Subsequently, 
the signal to be observed which has been inputted 
from the analog processing circuit 1 into an analog- 
to-digital (A/D) converter 2, is converted into a corre- 
sponding digital signal and then this digital signal is 
stored in an acquisition memory 3 in response to a 
sampling clock T from a sampling control circuit 5, 
which corresponds to both of a display time period per 
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1 division of the display screen, and the display data 
number. The necessary display data portions among 
the memory contents of this acquis ion memory 3 are 
written into a display memory 4, and thereafter sup- 
plied via a display control unit (display data output 
unit) 9 to a color dot matrix plane display device 7, on 
which the contents of this acquisition memory 3 are 
displayed together with character signals derived 
from a character display memory 6 in accordance 
with the line sequential scanning. A microcomputer (u. 
COM) 8 controls overall operations of the digital os- 
cilloscope. 

It should be noted that the read/write operations 
of the signal to be observed with regard to the acqui- 
sition memory 3 are performed in response to 
read/write control signals (R/W) supplied from the 
sampling control circuit 5. Further, it should be noted 
that the write operation of the signal to be observed 
into the display memory 4 is performed in response 
to a write control signal (W) produced from the sam- 
pling control circuit 5, whereas the read operation 
thereof from the display memory 4 is performed in re- 
sponse to a read control signal (R) from the display 
control unit 9 corresponding to a display data gener- 
ator unit 

In this display memory 4, sampled waveform data 
corresponding to the signals to be observed are stor- 
ed. 

Fig. 2 is a schematic block diagram of a major ar- 
rangement of the digital oscilloscope according to an 
embodiment of the present invention. This embodi- 
ment relates to such a color digital oscilloscope capa- 
ble of displaying three colors, i.e., red (R), blue (B) 
and green (G). In Fig. 2, there are shown in detail the 
arrangements of the display control unit 9 and the col- 
or dot matrix plane display device 7 represented in 
Fig. 1. 

It should also be noted that representation of 
character data from the character display memory 6 
shown in Fig. 1 are omitted in the above-described 
detailed arrangement of Fig. 2. The representations 
of the character data will be discussed later with ref- 
erence to Fig. 5B. 

In Fig. 2, the color dot matrix plane display device 
7 corresponds to, for instance, a color LCD (liquid 
crystal display) device. The color LCD device 7 in- 
cludes a color LCD dot scanning circuit 10, a frequen- 
cy synthesizer, e.g., a phase-locked loop (PLL) circuit 
25, an inverter 29, and a color LCD display unit 60. 
The PLL circuit 25 contains a voltage-controlled oscil- 
lator (VCO) 11 for producing a color dot scan clock 14 
having a frequency "f 8 a , a frequency divider 12 for div- 
iding the frequency of this color dot scan clock by a 
frequency diving ratio "IV (N 8 being, for example, 
645), and a phase comparator 13 for comparing the 
output signal (time period "tHS") of the frequency div- 
ider 12 with the phase of the horizontal synchroniza- 
tion (sync) signal 20 having the time period "tH" de- 



rived from the display control unit 9 to output a devia- 
tion. The LCD dot scanning circuit 10 supplies display 
data 24B, 246, 24R derived from the display control 
unit 9 to dots of a color LCD display unit 60 in re- 

5 sponse to both of the scan clock 14 and another scan 
clock 14* obtained by processing the first-mentioned 
scan clock 14 via an inverter 29. The output signal 
from the frequency divider 12 is supplied as a hori- 
zontal synchronization sig nal SH' to the dot scanning 

10 circuit 10. This horizontal synchronization signal 
SH' is used together with a vertical synchronization 
signal 70 (will be discussed later) to perform the line 
sequential scanning operation of the waveform data 
in the color LCD dot scanning circuit 10. It should be 

15 understood that this horizontal sync signal SH' is 
merely synchronized with the scan clocks 14 and 14', 
and therefore may be produced by employing other 
methods. 

The display control unit 9 of the digital oscillo- 

20 scope includes a synchronization (sync) signal gen- 
erating circuit 16 and a color control circuit 23. The 
sync signal generating circuit 16 has a clock generat- 
ing circuit 51 for generating a clock signal 26 having 
a frequency "2fd" (for example, 20 MHz), a clock sig- 

25 nal 1 9 having a frequency "fd" and other clock signals 
will be discussed later, and a frequency divider 1 7 for 
outputting a clock signal (horizontal sync signal SH) 
20 by dividing the clock signal 19 by a frequency div- 
iding ratio Nd (for instance, 645). This sync signal 

30 generating circuit 1 6 further includes a ternary coun- 
ter 1 8 for producing 3-phase clock signals Rcuo B C lk» 
Bclk. Gcik based upon the clock signal 26. The clock 
generating circuit 51 further generates a read clock 
signal 21(R) having a frequency fd orfd/3 used to the 

35 display memory 4, and another clock signal 53 (STO) 
having a frequency of, for example, fd or fd/3, which 
will be supplied to an interpolation circuit 28 of the col- 
or control circuit 23. The color control circuit 23 in- 
cludes a line address generating circuit 52, a compar- 

40 ator 27, the above-explained interpolation circuit 28, 
and a 3-phase timing generator circuit 22 which se- 
quentially outputs red display data 24R, green display 
data 24G, and blue display data 24B in response to 
the 3-phase clock signals. 

45 The line address generating circuit 52 generates 

the line address in response to the clock signal (hor- 
izontal sync signal) 20 produced from the frequency 
divider 17. The display memory 4 is, for instance, a 
memory of 8 bits and 2K words, from which the data 

so stored at all of the memory addresses are read out ev- 
ery time 1 horizontal scanning operation of the LCD 
7 is carried out The line address generating circuit 52 
sequentially updates an address Q (i.e., horizontal 
scanning address of LCD display unit 60, correspond- 

55 ing to line number in horizontal direction) in synchron- 
ism with the reading operation of the waveform data 
for 1 vertical scanning period by the display memory 
4, and then outputs the updated address Q. In addi- 



6 



11 



EP 0 631 143 A2 



12 



tion, the line address generating circuit 52 generates 
a vertical sync signal 70 in synchronism with this up- 
dated address Q, and supplies the vertical sync signal 
70 via a decoder 75 to the LCD dot scanning circuit 
1 0 of the color LCD 7. Based on this vertical sync sig- 5 
nal 70 and the above-explained horizontal sync signal 
20 supplied from the display control unit 9 V the output 
timing of the display data in the display control circuit 
9 is synchronized with the display timing of the wave- 
form data in the color LCD 7. The comparator 27 com- 10 
pares waveform data P derived from the display 
memory 4 with the address Q generated from the line 
address generating circuit 52 for every data (256 bits 
data) along the vertical direction. If the address P is 
coincident with the address Q, then the address of the 1 5 
data P is outputted from a P=Q terminal. 

This P=Q terminal indicates that the data P to be 
displayed is present at the address Q generated from 
the line address generator circuit 52. If the address P 
is greater than the address Q, then a signal is output- 20 
ted from a P>Q terminal. Both of this address P and 
the output signal are supplied to the interpolation cir- 
cuit 28. 

As described above, the waveform data derived 
from the display memory 4 are converted in the raster 25 
scanning form. Accordingly, the output from the inter- 
polation circuit 28 is interpolated waveform data (dis- 
play data) d. Detailed operations of this comparator 
27 and interpolation circuit 28 will be described in an- 
other embodiment Also, the 3-phase timing circuit 22 30 
will be explained later in detail. It should be noted that 
the operation of the color control circuit 23 may be re- 
placed by a software process executed by the micro- 
computer 8, and for example, IC model No. SN- 
74LS682 of Texas Instruments may employed as the 35 
interpolation circuit 28. Since the data supplied to the 
display memory 4 is identical to the display data used 
in the well known digital oscilloscope, no detailed de- 
scription thereof is omitted. 

Subsequently, a description will now be made of 40 
the color LCD 7 and the display control unit 9. tn ac- 
cordance with the present invention, the horizontal 
sync signal (SH) 20 is supplied to the color LCD 7, 
which is produced in the display control unit 9 and de- 
termines (synchronizes) the output timings of the dis- 45 
play data 24R, 24G, 24B. In the color LCD display 
unit, the scanning clock signals 14 and 14' for the dis- 
play data 24R, 24G, 24B are produced in synchronism 
with this horizontal sync signal 20. Furthermore, in ac- 
cordance with the present invention, the time period 50 
tH of the horizontal sync signal (SH) 20 issued from 
the display control unit 9 is selected to be equal to the 
time period (tHS) of the output signal 1 5 (namely, an- 
other horizontal sync signal SH') from the frequency 
divider 12 employed in the PLL circuit of the color LCD 55 
7. In other words, considering such a relationship of 
tHS =1/f,xN 8 among the frequency f 8 of the color 
LCD dot scan clocks 14 and 14' produced from the 



PLL circuit 25 of the color LCD 7 shown in Fig. 2, the 
time period tHZ of the internal signal (horizontal sync 
signal) 15 of the color LCD 7, and the frequency div- 
iding ratio Ns of the frequency divider 12, a relation- 
ship among the time period tH of the horizontal sync 
signal 20 generated from the sync signal generating 
circuit 16 of the display control unit 9 of the digital os- 
cilloscope, the frequency dividing ratio Nd of the fre- 
quency divider 17 for producing this horizontal sync 
signal 20, and the frequency fd of the clock signal 19 
is defined as 1/fd x Nd = tH = tHS. 

That is, the clock frequencies of the display data 
24R, 24G t 24B supplied to the color dot matrix display 
device for displaying waveforms are equal to the fre- 
quencies of the scanning clocks 14, 14' of the color 
dot matrix display device for displaying waveforms 
multiplied by an integer. 

Namely, the frequency dividing ratio Nd of the 
frequency divider 17 for producing the horizontal sync 
signal supplied to the color dot matrix display device 
for displaying waveforms is selected to be the fre- 
quency dividing ratio Ns of the frequency divider 12 
for producing the internal horizontal sync sig nal of this 
color dot matrix display device. It should be noted that 
when one time periods tHs and tH are selected to be, 
for instance, 63.5 microseconds. 

By doing so, since the time period tH of the hori- 
zontal sync signal 20 of the display control unit 9 be- 
comes substantially equal to the time period tHs of 
the internal horizontal sync signal of the PLL circuit 25 
by way of the PLL circuit 25 of the color LCD 7 shown 
in Fig. 2, if the dividing ratio Ns of the frequency div- 
ider 12 is equal to, for instance, the dividing ratio Nd 
of the frequency divider 17, then the frequency fd of 
the output clock 19 from the clock generating circuit 
51 becomes equal to the frequency f 8 of the oscillator 
signal from the VCO 11. As a result, the display data 
is generated in synchronism with the dot scanning of 
the color LCD 7. Furthermore, the color LCD 7 is op- 
erated by the ternary counter 1 8 and the 3-phase tim- 
ing generator circuit 22 to display the display data in 
response to the 3-phase R, G, B display timing sig- 
nals corresponding to the dot arrangement. 

Then, the specific operation of the color LCD 7 in 
response to the 3-phase R, G, B display timing sig- 
nals corresponding to the dot arrangement will now 
be explained with a concrete example to display the 
display data. In Fig. 3, there is shown a detailed circuit 
arrangement of this color LCD dot scanning circuit 10 
for the color LCD 7. The dot scanning circuit 10 of Fig. 
3 includes shift registers 30A, 30B for sequentially 
turning ON/OFF a switch group of SWG1, SWB1, 
SWR2, — , another switch group of SWR1, SWG2, 
SWB2, — in response to the scan clocks 14 and 14\ 
respectively, and a pair of the above-explained switch 
groups for selectively applying the display data 24R, 
24G, 24B to the dots 61 of the color LCD display unit 
60. For the sake of convenience, only a portion of a 
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certain line is represented as the dots 61 of the color 
LCD display unit 60. Actually, the color LCD display 
unit 60 owns, for instance, 480 dots along the horizon- 
tal scanning direction and 256 dots (namely 256 lines) 
along the vertical scanning direction. As a conse- s 
quence, one pair of shift registers and one pair of 
switch groups are provided in correspondence with 
the respective lines. The switching of these shift reg- 
isters is carried out for every line in response to the 
horizontal sync signal 72 (SH), and the switching of 10 
the shift registers is performed for every 1 frame 
(screen) in response to the vertical sync signal 70 
(SV). 

The operation of the dot scanning circuit 10 will 
now be explained with reference to Fig. 3 and Fig. 4. 15 

In synchronism with the scan clock 14 and the 
scan clock 14' having the reverse phase to the first- 
mentioned scan clock (see (a) and (b) of Fig. 4), 
switch control signals SSQ1, SSQ1\ SSQ2, SSQ2\ 
and SSQ3 are produced at timings as shown in (c) to 20 
(g) of Fig. 4 from output terminals SQ1, SQ1\ SQ2, 
SQ2\ SQ3 of the shift registers 30a and 30B. In re- 
sponse to the control signals, the switches SWG1 , 
SWR1, SWB1, SWG2, SWR2 are sequentially turned 
ON. Then, when the corresponding display data is be- 25 
ing supplied to the relevant switch while the respec- 
tive switches are turned ON, this signal is charged to 
the corresponding pixel. That is, in response to the 
high level portion of the control signal SSQ1, the 
switch SWG1 is turned ON, so that the display data 30 
24G a this time is charged to the green dot G1 . Next, 
in response to the high level portion of the control sig- 
nal SSQ1 ', the switch SWR1 is turned ON, so that the 
display data 24R at this time is charged to the green 
dot G1. Moreover, in response to the high level por- 35 
tion of the control signal SSQ2, the switch SWB1 is 
turned ON, so that the display data 24B at this time 
is charged into the blue dot B1. Subsequently, the dis- 
play data are charged to the respective dots G2, R2 
(red), G3, R3 in a similar manner. It should be noted 40 
that the operations by a pair of shift registers 30A and 
30B for the dots 61 of the respective lines are normal- 
ly performed in color LCD displays, and such a circuit 
arrangement is one of preferable arrangements in 
view of the matrix-formed arrangement of these dots 45 
as well as the display speeds. 

On the other hand, in accordance with the pres- 
ent invention, the red, green, blue display data 24R, 
24G, 24B are produced from the 3-phase timing gen- 
erator circuit 24 shown in Fig. 2 with having different 50 
timings. This different timing generation is caused by 
the following reasons: 

When, for example, the adjoining dots R, G, B are 
emitted to display a white display data point, if as il- 
lustrated in (0 of Fig. 4 (prior art), the display data 55 
24G, 24R, 24B is produced at the same timing, then 
the display data 24G is charged into the green dot G1 
for time instants t, to t 3 (time period G1t), the display 



data 24R is charged into the red dot R1 for time in- 
stants t 2 to Uf but the display data 24B is ended at a 
time instant U during which the switch SWB1 for the 
dot B1 is being turned ON. As a result, the light emis- 
sion time of the dot B1 would become a half of that of 
the dots G1 and R1. Accordingly, the color of the dis- 
played dot is not white. 

Then, in accordance with the present invention, 
as represented in (J) of Fig. 4, the red, green, blue dis- 
play data 24R, 24G, 24B are generated with having 3 
different phase timings by the ternary counter 1 8 and 
the 3-phase timing generator circuit 22 shown in Fig. 
2. When these display data 24R, 24G, 24B are pro- 
duced at such different timings, these generation tim- 
ings are coincident with the ON-timings of the corre- 
sponding switches SWR1, SWG1. SWB1. That is, 
when the switch SWG1 is turned ON, the green dis- 
play data 24G is generated. When the switch SWR1 
is turned ON, the red display data 24R is generated. 
When the switch SWB1 is turned ON, the blue display 
data 24B is generated. As a consequence, the display 
operation of the display data can be controlled in unit 
of single dot, and the displayed color can be made 
stable. For instance, one series of waveforms can be 
displayed as the same color without any blurring phe- 
nomenon. 

Here, an example of a circuit arrangement of the 
3-phase timing generator circuit 22 will now be ex- 
plained with using Fig. 5A and Fig. 6. Fig. 5A repre- 
sents an example of the 3-phase timing generator cir- 
cuit 22. Fig. 6 is a timing chart for displaying white dis- 
play data by using this 3-phase timing generator cir- 
cuit 22. The 3-phase timing generator circuit 22 owns, 
for example, 3 D type flip-flops 55 to 57. The 3-phase 

clock signals Rclk. Gclk. BcLKf ( see ( c ) of F '9- 6 ) de ~ 
rived from the ternary counter 18 are inputted to a 
latch input terminal of each of these D type flip-flops 
55 to 57. As a consequence, the respective flip-flops 
55 to 57 latch and output the display data D d° in re- 
sponse to the corresponding clock signals. Accord- 
ingly, these flip-flops 55 to 57 output the display data 
24R, 24G, 24B at the timings as shown in (c) of Fig. 
4, which are shifted by only one time period of the 3- 
phase clock signals, respectively. 

It should be noted that when the character data 
read out from the character display memory 6 is dis- 
played in addition to the waveform data derived from 
the display memory 4, this 3-phase timing generator 
circuit 22 is so arranged as shown in Fig. 5B. That is, 
OR gates 65, 66, 67 are provided at the data input ter- 
minal "D" of the respective D type flip-flops 55, 56, 57. 
Both the display data "d" and also the character data 
derived from the character display memory 6 are en- 
tered into the data input terminals D of these OR 
gates, and the outputs of the respective OR gates are 
supplied to the data input terminals of the correspond- 
ing flip-flops. 

The reading operation of the character data from 
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the character display memory 6 is carried out in re- 
sponse to the clock signal fd produced from the clock 
generating circuit 51. 

Normally, a color LCD display is arranged in such 
a manner that dots R. G. 6 are arranged in a delta 
form in order to display the television picture. 

In the below-mentioned embodiments, such a 
color LCD display in which the respective dots are ar- 
ranged in a delta form is employ so as to be capable 
of displaying waveforms of an oscilloscope with high 
resolution. 

Then, this feature will now be explained with ref- 
erence to Fig. 7. Fig. 7 schematically shows a portion 
of an enlarged screen of a color LCD display. Symbols 
R, G, B represent red, green, blue dots 61 , symbol LO 
indicates an odd line, and symbol LE denotes an even 
line. 

When, for instance, white is emitted in accor- 
dance with the above-explained conventional display 
method with using the display data (see (I) of Fig. 4), 
the three dots Ba1, Ga1, Ra1 are emitted within one 
time as a single display unit in the odd line L01. Sub- 
sequently, the three adjacent dots Ba2, Ga2, Ra2 are 
emitted within one time as a single display unit Sim- 
ilarly, three dots Bb1, Gb1, Rb1 are emitted within 
one time as a single display unit, and thereafter, three 
adjacent dots Bb2, Gb2, Rb2 are emitted as a single 
display unit within one time. Accordingly, the coordin- 
ate points of the data become dots Ga1, Ga2, — - , on 
the odd line L01. 

As a result, when the dots G, B are emitted to dis- 
play cyan in accordance with the conventional meth- 
od, the dots Ba1 and Ga1 constitute a single display 
unit on the odd line LQ1. and the next display unit is 
the dots Ba2, Ga2 on this odd line, whereas the dots 
Bb2, Gb2 constitute a single display unit on the even 
line LE1 , and the next display unit is the dots Bb3 and 
Gb3 on this even line. 

' For example, a description will now be made of 
such a case that the dots B and G are emitted and 
thus the respective coordinate points X2-Y1 , X2-Y2, 
X2-Y3, and X2-Y4 are displayed as cyan-colored 
vertical (longitudinal) line data. 

If the conventional color dot controlling method 
would be employed, then after the representations of 
the coordinate X2-Y1 (dots Ba1, Ga1) in the odd line 
LOI, only the dot R is present on the even line LE1 
and the display unit of the dots B and G are not pres- 
ent, so that no dot is displayed. On the coordinate X2- 
Y3 in the next odd line L02, the dots Ba11, Ga11 are 
present as a single display unit, so that the dots are 
displayed. Furthermore, since only the dot R is pres- 
ent and the dots B and G as the display unit are not 
present on the coordinate X2-Y4, no dot is displayed. 
As described above, when the vertical line data is dis- 
played, if the desirable dot is not present at the posi- 
tion corresponding to the coordinate, then this data 
cannot be displayed. 



To the contrary, in accordance with the present 
invention, for instance when white is displayed, such 
a white display can be realized in the unit of data co- 
ordinate point shown in Fig. 7 That is, as previously 
5 explained, since the display data 24G, 24B, 24R (see 
(j) of Fig. 4) for the respective dots are employed 
whose timings are in synchronism with the turning 
ON/OFF of the switches SWG. SWB, SWR, assuming 
now that the frequency of the clock signal 21 read 
10 from the clock generating circuit 51 by the microcom- 
puter 8 is selected to be "fd", when white is displayed, 
the white re presentations can be performed for each 
unit of the data coordinate points shown in Fig. 7. In 
other words, for example, the three dots Ba1 t Ga1 t 
15 Ra1 are emitted as a single display unit in the odd line 
L01. Subsequently, the three dots Gb1, Rb1, Bb2, a 
portion of which are overlapped (Gb1 is overlapped 
with Rb1), are emitted as the next display unit Simi- 
larly, the three dots Bb1 , Gb1 , Rb1 are emitted as sin- 

20 gle display unit in the even line LEI, and thereafter, 
the three dots Gb1, RB1, Bb2, a portion of which are 
overlapped (Gb1 is overlapped with Bb1), are emitted 
as the next display unit. As a result, the coordinate 
points of the data are dots X1, X2, X3, — . X4 in the 

25 respective lines L01 , LE1 and so on. 

Accordingly, as will be described in detail, in an^ 
other embodiment of the present invention, when 
cyan is displayed, the frequency of the clock signal 21 
read from the clock generating circuit 51 by the micrp- 

30 computer 8 is selected to be, for example, 2 fd/3. This 
selected frequency of 2 fd/3 will be described later. In 
this case, as being surrounded by a dotted line in Fig. 
7, for example, the two dots Ba1 and Ga1 in the odd 
line LOI are emitted as a single display unit, and sub- 

35 sequently the two partially overlapped dots Ga1 and 
Ba2 are emitted as the next display unit Similarly, the 
two dots Bb1 and Gb1 are emitted as a single display 
unit, and subsequently the two partially overlapped 
dots Gb1 and Bb2 are emitted as the next display unit 

40 In the even line. 

As described above and shown in Fig. 7, in case 
that the data coordinate points are set on the same 
color on both the odd line and the even line, when, for 
example, the display data is emitted by a pair of the 

45 dots B and G, only the number of dots B and G, e.g., 
only "n" pieces of dots are displayed, observing only 
one arbitrary line, e.g., odd line. However, since the 
dots are displayed with being overlapped with the 
preceding dot group, for example, Ba1, Ga1 and sub- 

50 sequently Ga1, Ba2 in this embodiment, this may be 
emitted, so that (2xn) pieces of data points can be dis- 
played at maximum. This may be similarly applied to 
the representations along the horizontal direction. 
Assuming now that the frequency of the clock sig- 

55 nal 21 read from the clock generating circuit 51 by the 
microcomputer 8 is selected to be, for example, "fd°, 
emissions of the respective dots can be controlled as 
a single display unit 
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As previously described, according to the present 
invention, since the display data are processed by 3- 
phase R, G, B timings, the total number of dots capa- 
ble of displaying the data may be increased and also 
the display resolution can be increased as represent- 5 
ed in Fig. 7. 

Another feature of a further embodiment of the 
present invention (will be discussed later) is a method 
for interpolating data. That is, in accordance with the 
present invention, as illustrated in Fig. 8, when data 10 
in one channel are displayed, the data interpolation 
with respect to the display data along the longitudinal 
direction (namely, vertical scanning direction) is car- 
ried out as follows. In case that there is at lest one row 
of dots along the horizontal scanning direction be- 15 
tween two adjoining coordinate points in the vertical 
scanning direction among the continuous coordinate 
points representative of the waveform data, only one 
display unit is displayed as a display unit for consti- 
tuting the waveform, which contains a single dot pres- 20 
ent at a position in the same horizontal scanning di- 
rection as one of the above-explained two adjoining 
coordinate points in at least one row of dots along the 
horizontal scanning direction. In other words, the 
number of dots to be interpolated is selected to be 25 
equal to the number of lines which connect and inter- 
sect the display data in the respective lines where the 
data interpolation should be carried out As a result, 
the data interpolation about the waveform data is re- 
alized by a sharp narrow line. 30 

When the interpolation of display waveform data 
is carried out by the conventional method, in case that 
a yellow point is emitted by one pair of dots B and G, 
for instance, as represented in Fig. 9, the interpolated 
data would become one pair of dots B and G. The in- 35 
terpolated data would become a bold line. It should be 
noted in Figs. 8 and 9 that symbol "D" shows wave- 
form data present in the display memory 4 and sym- 
bol "E" denotes interpolated data. As apparent from 
Fig. 8, in accordance with the present invention, a pair 40 
of the dot B and G are used to constitute one piece 
of interpolated data along the longitudinal (vertical) 
direction, so that the waveform data is represented by 
a sharp and fine line. 

Next, a description will now be made of another 45 
embodiment according to the present invention such 
that, as previously described, the color LCD display in 
which the dots are arranged in a delta form is em- 
ployed, the data display according to the present in- 
vention is performed with using the display data, and 50 
also the data interpolation according to the present in- 
vention is carried out 

Fig. 10 is a block diagram for indicating an ar- 
rangement of a display control unit of another em- 
bodiment It should be understood that the same ref- 55 
erence numerals shown in Fig. 2 will be employed as 
those for indicating the constructive elements having 
the same functions and explanations thereof are 
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omitted. The structure of the color LCD display 7 and 
other structures are similar to those of the embodi- 
ment shown in Fig. 2, and descriptions thereof are 
omitted, in this embodiment, an explanation will now 
be made of such a case that, for instance, a green dot 
(G) and a blue dot (B) are used as a single display unit 
(display data point or display coordinate point), and 
are emitted to display cyan waveform data. 

In Fig. 10, a clock signal generating circuit 151 
has both of the functions of the clock generating cir- 
cuit 51 and the ternary counter 18. Reference numer- 
_ ..al.128 indicates an ^ interpolation circuit, and reference 
numeral 122 shows a 3-phase timing generator cir- 
cuit which own similar f unctions to those of the inter- 
polation circuit and 3-phase timing generator circuit 
shown in Fig. 2. 

First, an arrangement and an operation of the 
clock generating circuit 151 will now be explained. 
The clock signal generating circuit 151 owns an oscil- 
lator 110 for oscillating a clock signal having a fre- 
quency of, for example, 20 MHz (2d), a frequency div- 
ider 112 for frequency-dividing this clock signal by a 
dividing ratio of 1/2 to output a clock signal 19 having 
a frequency of 10 MHz (fd), a ternary counter 118 for 
outputting 6-phase clock signals SO to S5, as illustrat- 
ed in (b) of Fig. 11, by inputting the clock signal de- 
rived from the oscillator 110, and also a decoder/se- 
lector 120. As indicated in (a) of Fig. 11; these clock 
signals SO to S5 correspond to the dots in the odd 
lines (LO) and the dots in the even lines (LE) within 
the delta-arranged dots of the color LCD display unit 
60. The clock signals SO to S5 are supplied to the de- 
coder/selector 120. 

The decoder/selector 120 receives the least sig- 
nificant bit (LSB) in the 8-bit address output of the line 
address generating circuit 52. This LSB indicates the 
odd line and the even line of the delta-arranged dots 
of the color LDC display unit 60 along the horizontal 
scanning direction. For instance, this LSB becomes a 
high level (H) in case of the even line, and a low level 
(L) in case of the odd line. 

The clock signals Gclk and B C lx applied to the 3- 
phase timing generating circuit 122 are produced 
based on the clock signals SO to S5 and the LSB. Fig. 
1 2A shows one example of a circuit for producing this 
clock signal, in this case, a circuit for producing the 
clock signal G CLK . This clock signal producing circuit 
contains two AND gates 121 and 122, an OR gate 123 
for inputting therein the outputs from these two AND 
gates, and an inverter 1 24 for inverting the LSB to en- 
ter the inverted LSB into the AND gate 122. To the 
AND gate 121 , the clock signal SO and the signal LSB 
are inputted, whereas to the AND gate 122, the clock 
signal S3 and an inverted signal of this signal LSB are 
entered. In correspondence with the level H or L of the 
signal LSB, the clock signal Go* outputted from the 
OR gate 123 becomes such clock signals as shown 
in (d) of Fig. 11 , which have different data display tim- 
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ings for the odd line and the even line. In (c) and (d) 
of Fig. 11 , symbols LO and LE represent the clock sig- 
nal for the display data in the odd line and the even 
line. 

Another dock signal B^ (see (d) of Fig. 11) may 
be generated by using a similar circuit arrangement 
with employment of the clock signals S4, S1 and the 
signal LSB. It should be noted although the clock sig- 
nal Rclk is not employed in this embodiment, this 
clock signal may be produced by using a similar cir- 
cuit arrangement with employment of the clock sig- 
nals S2 and S5 and the signal LSB. 

As illustrated in Fig. 12B, the clock signal STO 
supplied to the interpolation circuit 128 may be ob- 
tained from, for instance, an output signal of the OR 
gate 125 into which the clock signals S2 and S4 are 
inputted. A clock signal 21 produced by inverting this 
clock signal STO via an inverter 114, is supplied to the 
display memory 4 as a read clock signal. Since the 
red dot is not emitted in this embodiment this clock 
signal 21 is not produced as a clock pulse correspond- 
ing to the red clock Rclk (namely, red display data 
24R> among the 3-phase clocks. For the sake of con- 
venience, the frequency of such a clock signal 21 is 
defined as 2fd/3. 

Next, a description will now be made of an ar- 
rangement and operation of the display control unit 9 
when two color dots are displayed in this embodi- 
ment. 

Fig. 13 schematically shows an example of wave- 
form data stored in the display memory 4. In this ex- 
ample, the display memory 4 owns "n" data (e.g., 320 
data) along the horizontal scanning direction in corre- 
spondence with the color LCD display unit 60. Each 
data is 8 bits. That is, in this case, the LCD display unit 
60 owns 480 dots along the horizontal scanning direc- 
tion 256 dots (256 lines) along the vertical scanning 
direction. In Fig. 13, a hatched portion indicates wa- 
veform data to be displayed (namely, waveform dis- 
play data). The waveform display data is written from 
the acquisition memory 3 into the display memory 4. 
The waveform display data are sequentially read out 
from the display memory 4 in response to the clock 
signal 21 ((e) of Fig. 11) in such a manner that 8 bits 
data along the vertical scanning direction are read as 
one unit as 8-bit parallel data. In other words, the wa- 
veform data are read in response to the clock signal 
21 for the respective lines LV0 and LV1 along the vert- 
ical scanning direction as shown in Fig. 13. Thus, 
within one horizontal scanning period as shown in (c) 
of Fig. 14, all of the data stored in the display memory 
4 are read out, and then supplied to the comparator 
27 as waveform data (see (b) of Fig. 14). This one hor- 
izontal scanning period corresponds to a time period 
tH, i.e., 645 clocks. It should be noted that actually 
320 data (time period corresponding to 480 clock sig- 
nals 19) are displayed, and the time period corre- 
sponding to 165 clock signals 19 is a blanking period. 



In this display memory 4, the read operation for all of 
the waveform data performed within 1 horizontal 
scanning period tH is repeatedly carried out by the to- 
tal number of vertical scanning lines of the LCD dis- 

5 play unit 60, namely 256 times. In other words, the 
read operation for all of the waveform data is repeat- 
edly performed by 256 times within one vertical scan- 
ning period. When this read operation is carried out, 
the subsequent waveform display data are inputted 

10 into the display memory 4 from the acquision memory 
3. 

The line address generating circuit 52 is an 8-bit 
binary down counter for counting, for instance, a clock 
signal 20 (see (c) of Fig. 14) corresponding to the hor- 

15 izontal sync signal. Accordingly, this binary down 
counter counts 255 up to 0 within one vertical scan- 
ning period tV, and is reset in response to the next hor- 
izontal sync signal, so that the count value becomes 
255, and further produces the vertical sync signal 70. 

20 As a result, the line address generating circuit 52 out- 
puts the address indicative of the line under scan 
(LHO to LHn of Fig. 1 3) in the LCD display unit 60. 

Referring now to Fig. 15, an operation of the com- 
parator 27 will be explained, (a) of Fig. 15 shows wa- 

25 veform display data "p° read out from the display 
memory 4, and a hatched portion thereof represents 
that the waveform data to be displayed is present. 
First, a description is made of such a condition that 
the output address Q derived from the line address 

30 generating circuit 52 is a value of 255 indicative of the 
horizontal scanning line LHO. When the waveform 
data in the line LV0 is read out (time instant to), since 
the waveform data "p" is present in the line LH6 in 
case of Fig. 1 5, the value of the data is 249. The data 

35 values of the waveform data B P" in the subsequent 
lines LV1, LV2, LV3, LV4 are 249, 249, 255, 255 re- 
spectively. The comparator 27 compares the address 
of the data "P" with the address Q for each of the wa- 
veform data in the respective lines LV0 , LV1 , — . If the 

40 first address is coincident with the second address Q, 
then the level of the output signal derived from the 
P=Q terminal of this comparator 27 is set to a high lev- 
el. If P>Q, then the level of the output signal derived 
from the P>Q terminal of this comparator 27 is set to 

45 a high level. In other cases, the level of this outputsig- 
nal is set to a low level. As a result, as represented in 
(c) and (d) of Fig. 15, the output signals from the P=Q 
terminal and the P>Q terminal of the comparator are 
changed. In this manner, when the output address Q 

so indicates the value (255) of the horizontal scanning 
line, if the comparison operation as to all of the lines 
LV0 to LVn-1 has been accomplished, then the output 
address Q which is subsequently outputted repre- 
sents the value (254) of the subsequent horizontal 
55 scanning line LH1, and the comparison operation is 
similarly carried out also in this case. 

The output signals derived from the P=Q terminal 
and the P>Q terminal of the comparator 27 are sup- 
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plied to the interpolation circuit 128. The foregoing de- 
scription relates to such an operation that the display 
data of the memory 4 are read as the raster scanning 
manner. 

As represented in Fig. 1 0, the interpolation circuit s 
128 includes, for instance, D type flip-flops 130 and 
1 32, an OR gate 1 34, and an exclusive OR gate circuit 
1 36. The clock signal STO derived from the clock sig- 
nal generating circuit 151 is supplied to latch inputs 
of the respective flip-flops 130 and 132, and output 10 
signals of the P=Q terminal and the P>Q terminal of 
the c omparator 27 are supplied to data inputs D of the 
respective flip-flops 130 and 132. 

The 3-phase timing generator circuit 122 owns, 
for example, D type flip-flops 140, 142 having data in- 15 
puts D to which the output from the OR gate 134 is 
inputted; AND gates 144. 146 into which both the Q 
output of this flip-flop 140 and the Q output thereof 
are entered; and an OR gate 148 to which the outputs 
of these AND gates 144, 146 are inputted. The 3- 20 
phase timing generator circuit 122 further includes 
And gates 150, 1 52 into which the Q output of the flip- 
flop 142 and the Q output thereof are inputted; an OR 
gate 154 into which the outputs of these AND gates 
150 and 152 are entered, and an inverter 158. An in- 25 
verted display control signal 1 58 derived from the mi- 
crocomputer 8 is supplied to the other inputs of the 
AND gates 1 44 and 1 50, and this control signal is sup- 
plied via an inverter 1 56 to the other inputs of the AND 
gates 146 and 152. When this inverted display control 30 
signal 158 has a low level, it implies the normal dis- 
play (in this case, background color is black, and a 
waveform is displayed as a cyan luminescent point), 
whereas when this inverted display control signal 158 
has a high level, it implies the reverse display (in this 35 
case, background color is white and a waveform is 
displayed as a black point). 

Operations of the interpolation circuit 1 28 and the 
3-phase timing generator circuit 122 will now be ex- 
plained with reference to Fig. 1 6 and Fig. 17. In the in- 40 
terpolation circuit 128, a signal 160 representative of 
an OR-gated result between the output from the P=Q 
terminal of the comparator 27 and the output from the 
Q output terminal of the flip-flop 130 in the OR gate 
134, indicates the waveform display data read out 45 
from the display memory 4. On the other hand, an out- 
put signal 161 from the exclusive OR circuit 136 indi- 
cates interpolated data. 

Based on these signals 160 and 161, the 3-phase 
timing generator circuit 122 outputs the display data so 
B, G (display point data: data indicative of a point to 
be displayed as a waveform) (24B, 24G) in accor- 
dance with the waveform data read out from the dis- 
play memory 4, and further outputs the display data 
B, G (24B. 24G) in accordance with the interpolated 55 
data. 

A first explanation will now be made of the gen- 
eration/display of the display data B, G (24B, 24G) 



based on the waveform display data read out from the 
display memory 4 with reference to Fig. 16. (a) of Fig. 
16 shows the display data in the lines LH0, LH1, LH6 
derived from the P=Q output terminal of the compar- 
ator 27. (b) of Fig. 16 represents the signal 160 in the 
lines LH0. LH1. LH6. (c) of Fig. 16 indicates the signal 
STO derived from the decoder/selector 120. (d) of 
Fig. 16 represents the clock signal Bcuc used for the 
odd line and the even line and derived from the de- 
coder/selector 120. (e) of Fig. 1 6 shows the clock sig- 
nal Gclk used for the odd line and the even line, (f) of 
Fig. 1 6 shows the output display data B, G (24B, 24G) 
in the odd line LH0. (g) of Fig. 16 denotes the output 
display data B, G (24B, 24G) in the odd line LH1. (h) 
of Fig. 16 indicates the output display data B, G (24B, 
24G) in the even line LH6. (i) of Fig. 16 shows a dis- 
play screen of the LCD display unit 60. It should be un- 
derstood that the output timings of the display data B, 
G shown In (0 to (h) of Fig. 16 are Indicated in corre- 
spondence with the emitting timing of the display data 
on the display screen, as shown in (i) of Fig. 16. This 
timing corresponding relationship is similarly applied 
to that of Fig. 17. 

For instance, an explanation of the blue display 
data in the even line LH0 will now made. In this case, 
the signal 160 processed in the flip-flop 140 corre- 
sponds to the data indicated in (1) of (b) of Fig. 16, and 
the clock signal B CLK corresponds to a clock, signal 
represented in (2) of (d) of Fig. 16. At a time instant 
n t 3 M when this clock signal rises up, the signal 160 is 
latched. However since the signal 160 is at the low 
level, the output display data B is also at the low level. 
Subsequently, at a time instant V when this clock 
signal rises up, since the signal 160 is at the high lev- 
el, the output display data B is also at the high level. 
At a time instant "t 7 " when this clock signal rises up, 
since the signal 160 becomes the low level, the output 
display data B also becomes the low level. As a result, 
the display data in the line LH0 becomes the high lev- 
el between the time instant tg and the time Instant t 7 . 
Accordingly, the blue dot 502 corresponding to the co- 
ordinate X4 is emitted in the LCD display unit 60. 

In accordance with a similar manner to above, the 
blue display data in the odd line (e.g., LH1) is pro- 
duced based upon the data shown in (2) of (b) of Fig. 
16 which is inputted into the flip-flop 140, and the 
clock signal B^ indicated by (1) of (d) of Fig. 16. 

Similarly, the green display data is produced 
based on the signal 160 and the clock signal G CLK , 
which are inputted to the flip-flop 142. 

As indicated by a hatched (inclined) line of (i) of 
Fig. 16, the blue and green dots (B, G) 500, 504, 508, 
510 and so an are emitted in accordance with the 
above- described manner. Accordingly, as represent- 
ed by a hatched line shown in this drawing, the dots 
are emitted by the display data B, G (24B, 24G) based 
on the waveform display data read from the display 
memory 4. It should be noted that the display data B 
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and G surrounded by a circle of Fig. 16i represent dis- 
play dots based upon the interpolated data. 

Referring now to Fig. 17, generations/displays of 
the display data B, G (24B, 24G) based on the inter- 
polated data will be explained. 

(a) of Fig. 17 represents the display data in the 
lines LH1 to LH5 derived from the output terminal 
P>Q of the comparator 27. It should be noted that 
since no interpolation is carried out in the uppermost 
line LHO and the lowermost line LH255, no interpolat- 
ed data about these lines are outputted from the out- 
put terminal P>Q thereof, (b) of Fig. 17 represents the 
Q outputs of the flip-flop 132 for the lines LH to LH5. 
(c) of Fig. 17 shows the interpolated data signals 160 
with regard to the lines LH to LH5. (d) of Fig. 17 rep- 
resents the clocks signals Bclk for the odd line and 
the even line derived from the decoder/selector 120. 
(e) of Fig. 17 indicates the clock signal, Gclk for the 
odd line and the even line. (0 of Fig. 1 7 represents the 
interpolated display data B, G (24B, 24G) for the odd 
line LH1. (g) of Fig. 17 denotes the interpolated dis- 
play data B, G (24B, 24G) for the even lines LH2 and 
LH4. (h) of Fig. 1 7 shows the interpolated display data 
B, G (24B, 24G) for the odd lines LH3 and LH5. (i) of 
Fig. 17 indicates a display screen of the LCD display 
unit 60. 

A description will now be made of, for example, 
the blue interpolated display data in the odd line LH1 . 
In this case, the signal 161 processed in the flip-flop 
142 corresponds to the data indicated in (1) of (c) of 
Fig. 17 and the clock signal B CLK corresponds to a 
clock signal represented in (1) of (d) of Fig. 16. At a 
time instant "t 2 n when this dock signal rises up, the 
signal 161 is latched. However since the signal 161 is 
at the low level, the interpolated display data B is also 
at the low level. Subsequently, at a time instant %° 
when this clock signal rises up, since the signal 161 
is at the high level, the interpolated display data B is 
also at the high level. At a time instant *V when this 
clock signal rises up, since the signal 161 becomes 
the high level, the interpolated display data B remains 
at the high level. Next, at a time instant V when the 
clock signal rises up, since the signal 161 becomes 
the low level, the interpolated display data B also be- 
comes the low level. As a result, the interpolated dis- 
play data B in the line LH1 becomes the high level be- 
tween the time instant U and the time instant I©. Ac- 
cordingly, the blue dot 506 corresponding to the co- 
ordinate X3 is emitted in the LCD display unit 60. 

Likewise^ as illustrated by a circle in (i) of Fig. 17, 
the blue and green dots (B, G) 508, 512, 514, 520, 
522, 524 and so on are emitted. Thus, as represented 
by a circle of this drawing, the dots are emitted based 
on the display data B, G (24B, 24G) in response to the 
interpolated waveform display data. 

As apparent from Fig. 1 6 and (i) of Fig. 1 7, a sin- 
gle display unit of the coordinate X3 is constituted by 
one pair of blue and green dots 500 and 502 along the 



horizontal direction, and a pair of dots 502 and 504 
become a display unit of the coordinate X4. On the 
other hand, since one waveform line displayed by the 
interpolated data along the vertical direction is dis- 

5 played by a single dot in the respective lines LH1 to 
LH5, the waveform data can be displayed by a sharp 
and fine line. 

When the character data read out from the char- 
acter display memory 6 is also displayed in addition 

w tot he waveform data derived from the interpolation 
circuit 128 in the other embodiment shown in Fig. 10, 
a 3-phase timing generator circuit 122 is arranged as 
shown in Fig. 18. That is, OR gates 170 and 172 are 
provided at data inputs D of the respective D type flip- 

15 flops 140 and 142, the output display data from the 
OR gate 134 is entered together with the character 
data derived from the character display memory 6 
into the inputs of the respective OR gates, and the 
outputs from the respective OR gates are inputted to 

20 the data input D of the corresponding flip-flop. 

Although the cyan data is displayed by emitting 
the blue dot and the green dot in the above-explained 
embodiment, the color data made by combining other 
two color dots may be readily realized by utilizing the 

25 clock signal Rclk- 

Next, various data display methods to which the 
present invention has been applied will now be descri- 
bed. 

In an example shown in Fig. 19, assuming how 

30 that a first pixel group of each of lines (LH) along the 
horizontal scanning direction is R1, G1, B1, and a 
second pixel group thereof is R2, G2, B2 V these dot 
groups are emitted, for instance, for every 1 horizon- 
tal scanning line. As an example, a first pixel group of 

35 the dots R1 , G1 , B1 in a line LHn is emitted by the first 
applied data, both a first pixel group in a line LH^ 2 
and a second pixel group of a portion of dots G1 , B1 , 
R2 are emitted by the second data, and both a first 
pixel group in a line LH^ and a second pixel group 

40 of a portion of the dots B1 , R2, G2 are emitted by the 
third data. In other words, since there are coordinate 
axes corresponding to the respective dots R, G, B, 
the R, G, B pixel groups emitted by the applied data 
are emitted as partially overlapped groups. 

45 Since the horizontal display resolution is ach- 

ieved by this display method such that the emission 
of one group of the dots R, G, B is carried out in unit 
of resolution (resolution indicated by the coordinates 
X1 , X2. X3, X4, X5, — , shown in Fig. 1 9), this horizon- 

so tal display resolution is increased three times greater 
than that achieved by the conventional display meth- 
od, as previously explained in Fig. 22. 

For example, when the waveform shown in Fig. 
1 9 would be displayed in accordance with the display 

55 method of Fig. 22, although the pixels R, G, B in the 
line LHn of Fig. 1 8 could be displayed, the pixels in the 
line LH n+2 and the line LH n+4 would not be displayed 
so that the displayed waveform could not be ob- 
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served as a continuous line. 

Then, as illustrated in Fig. 20, a description will 
now be made of such a case the R, G, B dot arrange- 
ment of the color LCD display unit 60 is the delta ar- 
rangement, and the dots of G, R t B, G, R, B, — are s 
arranged in the line LHn and the line LH (n + even 
number) along the horizontal scanning direction, and 
also the dots of B f G, R, B, G, R f — , are arranged in 
the line LH (n + odd number). 

As shown in Fig. 20, assuming now that first pixel 10 
groups of the line LHn and the line LH (n + even num- 
ber) are G 1( R 1( B 1f respectively; second pixel groups 
thereof are G 2 , R 2> B2; first pixel groups in the line LH 
(n + odd number) are B 1f G 1t R 1( respectively; and 
second pixel groups thereof are B 2 , G* R 2 , when the 1 5 
pixels G and R are emitted (it becomes yellow light), 
the first pixel group of G 1? R t is emitted by the first ap- 
plied data in the line LHn. Also, a portion of the dots 
R 1t G2 of the first dot group and the second dot group 
in the lien LH„+ 2 are emitted by the second applied 20 
data; and the second dot group of G 2t R 2 in the line 
LHft+4 is emitted by the third applied data. Further- 
more, the first dot group of G 1 (because a dot to emit 
R happens to disappear) is emitted by the first applied 
data in the line LH„*i; the first dot group of G ti Ri in 25 
the line LHn+ 3 is emitted by the second applied data; 
and a portion of dots R tl G 2 of the first dot group and 
the second dot group in the line LH^ is emitted by 
third applied data. 

Since the horizontal display resolution is ach- 30 
ieved by this display method such that the emission 
of one group of the dots G, R is carried out in unit of 
resolution (resolution indicated by the coordinates 
XI, X2, X3, X4, X5, — shown in Fig. 20), this horizon- 
tal display resolution is increased two times greater 35 
than that achieved by the conventional display meth- 
od, as previously explained in Fig. 23. 

With reference to Fig. 21 , a further display exam- 
ple will now be explained. Fig. 21 is an enlarged view 
of a portion of dots in a color LCD display unit It 40 
should be noted in Fig. 21 that display data are pro- 
duced in coincident with coordinate points (X1, X2, - 
-,) of the X coordinate. 

As shown in Fig. 21, in such an example that the 
R,.G, B dot arrangement of the color LCD display unit 45 
is constructed by arranging a plurality of dots R, G, 
B, R, G, B, — , along the horizontal direction, assum- 
ing now that the first dot groups in the respective lines 
are R 1( G 1t B 1t and the second dot group is R 2 , G 2 , B 2 , 
— , any one (e.g., of the dots R 1f G 1f B, for the first 50 
dot group in the line LHn, for example, Rj is not emit- 
ted by the first applied data, and also any one (e.g., 
Gi) of the dots R 1f G 1p B 1 for the first dot group in the 
line LH n+2 is not emitted by the second applied data, 
and any one (e.g., B t ) of the dots R 1t G 1t B, for the 55 
first dot group in the line LH^ is not emitted by the 
third applied data, so that the data is displayed in the 
black representation (namely, reverse representa- 



tion). 

As the horizontal display resolution is achieved 
by this display method in unit of one dot belonging to 
one group, which is not emitted, and becomes such 
a display unit indicated by the coordinates X1 , X2 f X3, 
X4, X5, — , of Fig. 21, this horizontal display resolu- 
tion is increased three times greater than that ach- 
ieved by the conventional display method, as ex^ 
plained with reference to Fig. 22. 

In accordance with the present invention, such a 
compact/light weight digital oscilloscope can be pro- 
vided such that the waveforms can be displayed in 
such a manner that color of these waveforms are 
separated to the respective display channels, and 
very easy waveform observations can be achieved. 

Even when such a color dot matrix display device 
having a small number of dots would be employed in 
an oscilloscope, the respective dots are displayed by 
that the data is produced under control of the data at 
the coordinate point in unit of at least one dot As a 
consequence, the horizontal display resolution of this 
digital oscilloscope can be improved, and therefore 
the waveform display quality of this oscilloscope can 
also be improved. 

As a result, although the color TV dot matrix dis- 
play device with a relatively cheap price is utilized, 
there are many advantages that high resolution wa- 
veform displays can be achieved. 

It should be noted that in each of the above- 
explained embodiments, the line memory is em- 
ployed as the display memory 4. As a consequence, 
the line address generating circuit 52 and the compar- 
ator 27 are shown as the form of hardware. If a bit map 
memory (namely, video RAM) 76 would be utilized as 
this display memory to read the waveform data, since 
the display data are no longer required to be convert- 
ed into the raster scan data, it would not be required 
to process the display data by way of these circuits or 
the software. Moreover, although the color control cir- 
cuit 23, the ternary counter, and the frequency divider 
17 and the like are constructed by the hardware, 
these operations may be realized by way of the soft- 
ware of the microcomputer 8. 

In addition, when the bit map memory 76 is em- 
ployed as the display memory 4, the interpolation 
process by the interpolation circuit 28 may be realized 
by utilizing the software process of the microcomput- 
er 8 as represent in Fig. 24. 

Further, there have been described in the respec- 
tive embodiments that the audio/video color LCD dis- 
play has been employed as the color plane display de- 
vice, namely the color dot matrix plane display device. 
The present invention is not limited thereto, but may 
be modified by employing the above-described office 
automation type color LCD display and also plasma 
displays, EL (electroluminescent) displays. 
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Claims 

1. A digital oscilloscope wherein a signal to be ob- 
served is sampled to produce a sampled signal, 
said sampled signal is converted into a corre- 
sponding digital signal by an analog-to-digital 
converter, said digital signal is stored into a mem- 
ory as display data, and said display data is read 
out from the memory so as to be displayed, said 
digital oscilloscope comprising: 

said memory (4) for storing said display 

_data;„. 

display data output means (9) including 
sync signal generating means (16) and a display 
data output unit (23) for reading said display data 
from said memory in synchronism with said sync 
signal to output said read display data; and 

a color dot matrix plane display device (7) 
including a display unit (60) having dots arranged 
in a matrix form for color representation, a dot 

„ scan control unit (10) for sequentially supplying 
said display data outputted from the output 
means to said dots so as to display a content of 
said display data, and a scanning clock signal 
generator (25) for generating a scanning clock 
signal in order to scan said display unit; 

said scan clock signal generator (25) gen- 
erating said scan clock signal in synchronism with 
said sync signal produced from sync signal gen- 
erating means, and said dot scan control unit se- 
quentially supplying said display data outputted 
from said output means in synchronism with said 

' scanning clock signal to said dots of the display 
unit, whereby the content of said display data is 
displayed on said display unit. 

2. A digital oscilloscope as claimed in Claim 1 
wherein said dot scan control unit (1 0) of said col- 
or dot matrix plane display device (7) produces 
timing clock signals whose phases are different 
from each other by a time period of said scanning 
clocksignal for each of different color dots insyn- 
chronism with said scanning clock signal, and se- 
quentially supplies said display data derived from 
said display data generating means to the re- 
spective color dots corresponding to said timing 
clock signals in synchronism with said timing 
clock signals; 

said display data output unit (23) outputs 
said display data read out from said memory to 
said plane display device for the respective color 
dots to be displayed in response to said sync sig- 
nal at a timing in synchronism with said timing 
clock; and 

said dot scan control unit (10) of said plane 
display device supplies said display data for the 
respective color dots to be displayed, which are 
supplied from said display data output means in 



synchronism with said timing clock signals, to 
said corresponding color dots in synchronism 
with said relevant timing clocks. 

5 3. A digital oscilloscope as claimed in Claim 1 
wherein said scanning clock oscillator generator 
is a phase-locked loop. 

4. A digital oscilloscope as claimed in Claim 1 
10 wherein said sync signal generated from said 

sync signal generating means (16) contains a 
horizontal sync signal. 

5. A digital oscilloscope as claimed in Claim 1 
is wherein said sync signal generating means (16) 

includes a clock signal generator (51) for gener- 
ating a clock signal, and a first frequency divider 
(17) for frequency-dividing said clock signal at a 
first frequency dividing ratio to obtain a horizontal 

20 sync signal (20) and to output said horizontal sync 

signal as said sync signal; 

said scanning clock signal generator (25) 
includes a variable frequency oscillator (11), a 
second frequency divider (12) for f requency-div- 

25 iding the signal from said variable frequency os- 

cillator at a second frequency dividing ratio to out- 
put the frequency-divided signal, and phase con- 
trol means (13) for controlling the frequency of 
the output signal from said variable frequency os- 

30 cillator in order that the phase of the output signal 

from said second frequency divider becomes 
equal to the phase of said horizontal sync signal 
derived from said first frequency divider; and 
a ratio of said first frequency dividing ratio 

35 of said first f requency divider to said second fre- 

quency dividing ratio of said second frequency 
divider is substantially equal to an integer. 

6. A digital oscilloscope as claimed in Claim 5 
40 wherein said display data output unit (23) outputs 

the display data read out from said memory in 
synchronism with both of said clock signal pro- 
duced from said clock signal generator and said 
horizontal sync signal produced from said first 

45 frequency divider; and 

said display control unit of said plane dis- 
play device sequentially supplies said display 
data derived from said display data output means 
to said dots of said display unit in synchronism 

50 with said scanning clock produced from said va- 
riable frequency oscillator and said output signal 
derived from said second frequency divider. 

7. A digital oscilloscope wherein a signal to be ob- 
55 served is sampled to produce a sampled signal, 

said sampled signal is converted into a corre- 
sponding digital signal by an analog-to-digital 
converter, said digital signal is stored into a mem- 

15 
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ory as display data, and said display data is read 
out from the memory so as to be displayed, said 
digital oscilloscope comprising: 

said memory (4) for storing said display 
data as waveform data to be displayed; 

display data output means (9) including 
sync signal generating means (16) for generating 
a sync signal and a display data output unit (23) 
for reading said waveform data from said mem- 
ory in synchronism with said sync signal to output 
said read waveform data; and 

an audio/visual color dot matrix plane dis- 
play device (7) including a display unit (60) having 
dots arranged in a matrix form for color represen- 
tation, a dot scan control unit (10) for sequentially 
supplying said waveform data by a line sequential 
scanning operation to said dots so as to display 
a content of said waveform data, and a frequency 
synthesizer (25) for producing a scanning clock 
signal in order to scan said display unit; 

said frequency synthesizer (25) generat- 
ing both of said scanning clock signal and said 
horizontal sync signal in synchronism with said 
sync signal produced from sync signal generat- 
ing means, and said dot scan control unit (10) se- 
quentially supplying said display data outputted 
from said output means in synchronism with both 
of said scanning clock signal and said horizontal 
sync signal to said dots of the display unit by the 
line sequential scanning operation, whereby the 
content of said waveform data is displayed on 
said display unit 

A digital oscilloscope as claimed in Claim 7 
wherein said dot scan control unit (10) of said col- 
or dot matrix plane display device (7) produces 
timing clock signals whose phases are different 
from each other by a time period of said scanning 
clock signal for each of different color dots in syn- 
chronism with said scanning clock signal, and se- 
quentially supplies said waveform data derived 
from said display data generating means to the 
respective color dots corresponding to said tim- 
ing clock signals in synchronism with said timing 
clock signals; 

said display data output unit outputs said 
display data read out from said memory to said 
plane display device for the respective color dots 
to be displayed in response to said sync signal at 
a timing in synchronism with said timing clock; 
and 

said dot scan control unit of said plane dis- 
play device supplies said waveform data for the 
respective color dots to be displayed, which are 
supplied from said waveform data output means 
in synchronism with said timing clock signals, to 
said corresponding color dots in synchronism 
with said relevant timing clocks. 



9. A digital oscilloscope as claimed in Claim 7, 
wherein said frequency synthesizer is a phase- 
locked loop. 

5 10. A digital oscilloscope as claimed in Claim 7, 
wherein said sync signal generating means (16) 
generates a horizontal sync signal as said sync 
signal. 

10 11. A digital oscilloscope as claimed in Claim 7 
wherein said sync signal generating means (16) 
includes a clock signal generator (51) for gener- 
ating a clock signal, and a first frequency divider 
(17) for frequency-dividing said clock signal at a 
15 first frequency dividing ratio to obtain a horizontal 
sync signal and to output said horizontal sync sig- 
nal as said sync signal; 

said frequency synthesizer (25) includes a 
variable frequency oscillator (11) for producing as 
20 said scanning clock signal, such a signal whose 
frequency is variable and higher than the fre- 
quency of said horizontal sync signal by integer 
times, a second frequency divider (12) for fre- 
quency-dividing the signal from said variable fre- 
25 quency oscillator at a second frequency dividing 
ratio to output the frequency-divided signal, and 
phase control means (13) for controlling the fre- 
quency of the output signal from said variable fre- 
quency oscillator in order that the phase of the 
30 output signal from said second frequency divider 

becomes equal to the phase of said horizontal 
sync signal derived from said first frequency div- 
ider; and 

a ratio of said first frequency dividing ratio 
35 of said first f requency divider to said second fre- 

quency dividing ratio of said second frequency 
divider is substantially equal to an integer. 

12. A digital oscilloscope as claimed in Claim 11 
40 wherein said display data output unit (23) outputs 
the waveform data read out from said memory in 
synchronism with both of said clock signal pro- 
duced from said clock signal generator and said 
horizontal sync signal produced from said first 
45 frequency divider; and 

said display control unit (10) of said plane 
display device (7) sequentially supplies said wa- 
veform data derived from said display data output 
means to said dots of said display unit in syn- 
50 chronism with said scanning clock produced from 
said variable frequency oscillator and said output 
signal derived from said second frequency divid- 
er. 

55 1 3. A digital oscilloscope comprising: 

a memory (4) for storing therein waveform 
data to be displayed; 

sync signal generating means (16) includ- 
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ing a clock signal generator (51) for generating a 
clock signal and a first frequency divider (17) for 
frequency-dividing said clock signal by a firstfre- 
quency dividing ratio to obtain a horizontal sync 
signal; 5 

a display data outputting unit (23) for read- 
ing out the waveform data from said memory in 
synchronism with said clock signal to output the 
read waveform data; and 

a color dot matrix plane display device (7) 10 
including a display unit (60) having dots arranged 
in a matrix form for color representation, a dot 
scan control unit (10) for sequentially supplying 
said waveform data by a line sequential scanning 
operation to said dots so as to display a content 15 
of said waveform data, and a frequency synthes- 
izer (25) for producing a scanning clock signal in 
order to scan said display unit; wherein: 

said frequency synthesizer (25) includes a 
variable frequency oscillator (1 1 ) for producing as 20 
said scanning dock signal, such a signal whose 
frequency is variable and higher than the fre- 
quency of said horizontal sync signal by integer 
times, a second frequency divider (12) for fre- 
quency-dividing the signal from said variable fre- 25 
quency oscillator at a second frequency dividing 
ratio to output the frequency-divided signal, and 
phase control means (13) for controlling the fre- 
quency of the output signal from said variable fre- 
quency oscillator in order that the phase of the 30 
output signal from said second frequency divider 
becomes equal to the phase of said horizontal 
sync signal derived from said first frequency div- 
ider; 

a ratio of said first frequency dividing ratio 35 
of said first frequency divider to said second fre- 
quency dividing ratio of said second frequency 
divider is substantially equal to an integer; and 

said dot scan control unit (10) sequentially 
supplies the waveform data derived from said 40 
. display data generating means in synchronism 
with both of said scanning clock signal and the 
output signal from said second frequency divider 
to said dots of the display unit, whereby the con- 
tent of said waveform data is displayed on said 45 
display unit. 

14. A digital oscilloscope as claimed in Claim 13 
wherein said dot scan control unit (1 0) of said col- 
or dot matrix plane display device (7) produces so 
timing clock signals whose phases are different 
from each other by a time period of said scanning 
clock signal for each of different color dots in syn- 
chronism with said scanning clock signal, and se- 
quentially supplies said display data derived from 55 
said display data generating means to the re- 
spective color dots corresponding to said timing 
clock signals in synchronism with said timing 

17 



clock signals; 

said display data output unit (23) outputs 
said waveform data read out from said memory 
to said plane display device for the respective col- 
or dots to be displayed in response to said sync 
signal at a timing in synchronism with said timing 
clock; and 

said dot scan control unit (10) of said plane 
display device supplies said waveform data for 
the respective color dots to be displayed, which 
are supplied from said display data output means 
in synchronism with said timing clock signals, to 
said corresponding color dots in synchronism 
with said relevant timing clocks. 

15. A digital oscilloscope as claimed in Claim 13 
wherein said dot scan control unit (1 0) of said col- 
or dot matrix plane display device (7) produces 
timing clock signals whose phases are different 
from each other by a time period of said scanning 
clock signal for each of different color dots in syn- 
chronism with said scanning clock signal, and se- 
quentially supplies aid display data derived from 
said display data generating means to the re- 
spective color dots corresponding to said timing 
clock signals in synchronism with said timing 
clock signals; 

said display data output unit (23) outputs 
said waveform data read out from said memory 
to said plane display device for the respective col- 
or dots to be displayed in response to said sync 
signal at a timing in synchronism with said timing 
clock; and 

said dot scan control unit (10) of said plane 
display device supplies said waveform data for 
the respective color dots to be displayed, which 
are supplied from said display data output means 
in synchronism with said timing clock signals, to 
said corresponding color dots in synchronism 
with said relevant timing clocks. 

16. A digital oscilloscope as claimed in Claim 13 
wherein said display data output unit (23) in- 
cludes means (27) for comparing an address 
(horizontal scanning line number) of the dot along 
the vertical scanning direction, which is being 
scanned by said dot scan control unit (10) by said 
dot scan control unit in the line sequential scan- 
ning operation with an address along the vertical 
scanning direction, where a display unit of the wa- 
veform data of said dot being scanned by the 
line. scanning operation in the vertical scanning 
direction, and means (22) for outputting to said 
plane display device, such display data used to 
display as a waveform display data point, at least 
one dot for constituting a single display unit con- 
taining said dot being scanned by the line se- 
quential scanning operation based upon the com- 
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said respective coordinate points by way of at 
least one of said dots of said respective coordin- 
ate points. 

5 21. A waveform data display method as claimed in 
Claim 19 wherein when there is at least one row 
of dots along the horizontal scanning direction 
between two adjoining coordinate points along 
the vertical scanning direction within the contin- 
io uous coordinate points for displaying the wave- 

form data, only one dot present at the same co- 
ordinate position as one of said two adjoining co- 
ordinate points along the horizontal scanning di- 
rection in at least one of said row of dots along the 
15 horizontal scanning direction, is display as a dis- 
play unit used to display a waveform. 

22. A waveform data display method as claimed in 
Claim 20 wherein said display device includes a 
20 display unit having different color dots periodical- 

ly arranged along the horizontal scanning direc- 
tion, in which the horizontal positions of the same 
color dots among the adjoining lines are shifted 
by a half of said period, and a dot to be selected 
25 is determined in accordance with such a fact as 

a whether the line number of the vertical scan- 
ning is equal to the even number, or the odd num- 
ber. 



parison result of said comparing means. 

17. A method for displaying oscillographic waveform 
data with employment of a color dot matrix plane 
display device (7) equipped with a display unit 
(60) having dots arranged in a matrix shape, 
comprising the steps of: 

displaying coordinate points (display unit) 
used to display waveform data by way of a com- 
bination of adjoining different color dots; and 

displaying at least one of the dots for con- 
stituting coordinate points located adjacent to 
said respective coordinate points by way of at 
least one of said dots of said respective coordin- 
ate points. 

18. A method for displaying oscillographic waveform 
data with employment of a color dot matrix plane 
display device (7) equipped with a display unit 
(60) having different color dots arranged in a ma- 
trix shape, comprising the steps of: 

displaying coordinate points (display unit) 
used to display waveform data by way of a com- 
bination of adjoining different color dots; and 

displaying at least one of the dots for con- 
stituting coordinate points located adjacent to 
said respective coordinate points by way of at 
least one of said dots of said respective coordin- 
: ate points. 

19. A waveform data display method as claimed in 
Claim 17 wherein when there is at least one row 
to dots along the horizontal scanning direction 
between two adjoining coordinate points along 
the vertical scanning direction within the contin- 35 
uous coordinate points for displaying the wave- 
form data, only one dot present at the same co- 
ordinate position as one of said two adjoining co- 
ordinate points along the horizontal scanning di- 
rection in at least one of said row of dots along the 40 

' horizontal scanning direction, is displayed as a 
display unit used to display a waveform. 

20. A waveform data display method in a digital os- 
cilloscope using a color dot matrix plane display 45 
device (7) including a display unit (60) having 
dots arranged in a matrix form along a horizontal 
scanning direction and a vertical scanning direc- 
tion, and in which waveform data are sequentially 
supplied to the dots of said display unit (60) by a so 
line sequential scanning operation in synchron- 

, ism with an internal clock to display the waveform 
data on said display unit, comprising the steps of: 

displaying coordinate points (display unit) 
used to display waveform data by way of a com- 55 
bination of adjoining different color dots; and 

displaying at least one of the dots for con- 
stituting coordinate points located adjacent to 



23. A digital oscilloscope as claimed in Claim 1 
wherein said dot scan control unit (10) of said col- 
or dot matrix plane display device (7) produces 
timing clock signals whose phases are different 
from each other by a time period of said scanning 
clock signal for each of different color dots in syn- 
chronism with said scanning clock signal, and se- 
quentially supplies said display data derived from 
said display data generating means to the re- 
spective color dots corresponding to said timing 
clock signals in synchronism with said timing 
clock signals; 

said display data output unit (23) outputs 
said display data read out from said memory to 
said plane display device for the respective color 
dots to be displayed in response to said sync sig- 
nal at a timing in synchronism with said timing 
clock; 

said dot scan control unit (1 0) of said plane 
display device supplies said display data for the 
respective color dots to be displayed, which are 
supplied from said display data output means in 
synchronism with said timing clock signals, to 
said corresponding color dots in synchronism 
with said relevant timing clocks; 

said sync signal generating means (16) in- 
cludes a clock signal generator for generating a 
clock signal, and a first frequency divider (51) for 
frequency-dividing said clock signal at a first fre- 
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quency dividing ratio to obtain a horizontal sync 
signai and to output said horizontal sync signal as 
said sync signal; 

said scanning clock signal generator (25) 
includes a variable frequency oscillator (11), a 5 
second frequency divider (12) for frequency-div- 
iding the signal from said variable frequency os- 
cillator at a second frequency dividing ratio to out- 
put the frequency-divided signal, and phase con- 
trol means (13) for controlling the frequency of 10 
the output signal from said variable frequency os- 
cillator in order that the phase of the output signal 
from said second frequency divider (12) be- 
comes equal to the phase of said horizontal sync 
signal derived from said first frequency divider 15 
(17); and 

a ratio of said first frequency dividing ratio 
of said first frequency divider to said second fre- 
quency dividing ratio of said second frequency 
divider is substantially equal to an integer. 20 
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